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Paul Fredriksen explains the variety of New Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways that

the new Christian communities interpreted his mission in light of the delay of the Kingdom he had

preached.
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If you only read one book on the historical Jesus this should be it. Although I think that Fredriksen

oversteps in her analysis in a few cases, overall her analysis and conclusions are right on the

money. She is one of the best New Testament scholars working in the field and her careful

presentation of the evidence and support for her conclusions is strong and reliable. Her reasoning is

exceptionally careful and for the most part simply allows the text to speak for itself with exceptional

clarity.Fredriksen first lays out the world of the New Testament. A brief introduction on the nature of

the documents and the challenges that they present begins her discussion. For those who have

done a careful reading of the gospels it is apparent that there are minor as well as significant

differences between them. Far from being slight changes to previous copies, they represent

different understandings of who Jesus was. In many cases they represent vastly different

conceptions of theology, and the future for the followers of the risen Jesus. One must delve deep

into the documents with an understanding of their history and transmission in order to gain a clear

perspective on this. She has done this precisely and the reader is the one who benefits from her

work. Extremely helpful for understanding this is a comprehension of the Hellenistic world that Jesus



was born into, the enduring legacy of Alexander's conquests that we ourselves live in the shadow of

to this day. History often turns on a dime and vast changes for posterity sometimes depend on the

smallest of events: the birth and rise of Alexander of Macedon is one such event.
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